Hurricanes center %™ 
Necas transforms 


into stronger 
NHL player 18 


Greensboro’s 
Isner had 
incredible week at 
Wimbledon we 


FOUNDED 1894 
VOLUME 154, No. 198 


FACEBOOK.COM/NEWSANDOBSERVER 
TWITTER.COM/NEWSOBSERVER 


NEWS ALL DAY. 
YOUR WAY. 


TUESDAY JULY 17 2018 


\ Chance of t-storms 
°/72° See 8B 


The NewssObserver 


AF 


Trump sides with Putin over 
blame for election meddling 


BY JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
New York Times 


HELSINKI 
President Donald Trump 
stood next to President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia on Monday and 
publicly challenged the conclu- 
sion of his own intelligence 
agencies that Moscow interfered 
in the 2016 presidential elec- 
tion, wrapping up what he called 


a “deeply productive” summit 
with an extraordinary show of 
trust for a leader accused of 
attacking American democracy. 

“They said they think it’s 
Russia; I have President Putin, 
he just said it’s not Russia,” 
Trump said, only moments after 
the Russian president conceded 
that he had favored Trump in 
the election because of his 
promises of warmer relations 
with Moscow. 


© wore insie 


Sen. Richard Burr says Trump must 
recognize Putin's denials as lies, 2A. 


“T will say this: I don’t see any 
reason why it would be” Russia 
that was responsible for the 
election hacking, Trump added. 
“T have great confidence in my 
intelligence people, but I will tell 
you that President Putin was 
extremely strong and powerful 


in his denial today.” 

The 45-minute news confer- 
ence offered the remarkable 
spectacle of the American and 
Russian presidents both pushing 
back on the notion of Moscow’s 
election interference, with Putin 
demanding evidence of some- 
thing he said had never been 
proved and Trump appearing to 
agree. 

When asked directly whether 
he believed Putin or his own 


intelligence agencies, Trump 
said there were “two thoughts” 
on the matter and then changed 
the subject, demanding to know 
why the FBI never examined the 
hacked computer servers of the 
Democratic National Commit- 
tee and asking about the fate of 
emails missing from the server 
of Hillary Clinton, his campaign 
rival. 

“Where are those servers?” 
Trump said. “Where are Hillary 
Clinton’s emails?” 

His performance drew howls 
of protests from Democrats and 
some Republicans, prompting 
John Brennan, who served as 
CIA director under President 
Barack Obama, to suggest that 
the remarks warranted Trump’s 


SEE TRUMP, 6A 


Charlotte 
agrees 

to pursue 
2020 
RNC bid 


BY STEVE HARRISON, ELY PORTILLO 
AND KATIE GLUECK 


sharrison@charlotteobserver.com 
elyportillo@charlotteobserver.com 
kglueck@mcclatchydc.com 


After a 3 %-hour debate, 
Charlotte City Council narrowly 
voted Monday to support host- 
ing the 2020 Republican Na- 
tional Convention. 

With their vote in favor of 
allowing the city manager to 
negotiate contracts with the Re- 
publican National Committee 
and the local host committee, city 
leaders expect to win the conven- 
tion this week. The RNC site 
selection committee will make its 
decision at a vote in Austin, Tex- 
as. 

The final City Council vote 
was 6-5. Council members de- 
bated whether Charlotte could 
host President Donald Trump 
without endorsing him and his 
administration’s controversial 
policies, but they ultimately 
decided that the potential bene- 
fits outweigh risks to the city. 

More than 100 speakers who 
gave their opinion to City Coun- 
cil were passionate but mostly 
civil. However, the council de- 
bate showed how divided the 
city - like the nation - is, with a 
council member comparing 
Trump supporters to the KKK 
while others said the convention 
is Charlotte’s best chance to 
shine on the national stage. 

Democrat Larken Egleston, 
who represents District 1, had 
been publicly undecided before 
the vote. He cast the deciding 
vote in favor of hosting the GOP. 

“T will not combat the dis- 
appointing characteristics of this 
president by emulating them,” 
Egleston said. “Hosting the RNC 
in Charlotte in no way implies 
our endorsement of this presi- 
dent.” 

The yes votes were Repub- 
licans Ed Driggs and Tariq Bok- 
hari, and Democrats Egleston, 
Julie Eiselt, Greg Phipps and 
James Mitchell. 

The no votes were Democrats 
Justin Harlow, Braxton Winston, 
Dimple Ajmera, LaWana May- 
field and Matt Newton. 

“This president is dangerous,” 
said Harlow. “I’d no sooner 
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Jerry Kroll, 85, spends time with a dog earlier this month in the lobby of the SPCA of Wake County. Kroll, a longtime volunteer, brings 
hard-to-adopt dogs out to the SPCA lobby every weekend to help them find a home. Kroll sticks with a dog until someone adopts it. 


Matchmaker has perfect record 
finding homes for hard-luck dogs 


BY JOSH SHAFFER 
jshaffer@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
or the past 11 years, Jerry 
Kroll has specialized in 
finding homes for the 
dogs few people want to 
adopt: the shy ones, the seniors 
with silver fur, the three-legged 
hopefuls on the rebound. 

The longtime volunteer for the 
SPCA of Wake County looks for 
dogs who can’t promote them- 
selves - the hounds with chewed- 
off ears, the mutts that don’t wag 
tails, the pit bulls with a scary- 
sounding name. 

And after a decade, Kroll, 85, 
has ushered more than 300 
hard-luck canines into a new 
family’s minivan - a record of 
300-0. Few can resist him in the 
lobby, where he offers new 
friends on a leash. Once, he 
found homes for three dogs in 
one day. 


“They tell me I’m a salesman,” 


Kroll said. 
Last year, the private, non- 
profit SPCA found homes for 


I'm hanging out in the 
lobby with our wonderful 
volunteer Jerry. 


Come meet me up front and 
ask the adoption specialist 
on details to make me yours! 


Thank you! 3 


A sign lets visitors at the SPCA of Wake County know that a dog is 
getting some extra attention in the lobby with volunteer Jerry Kroll. 


3,443 animals - 1,435 of them 
dogs. They did it using more than 
1,500 volunteers, who gave near- 
ly 50,000 hours of their time. 

When Kroll, a retired purchas- 
ing agent, started his work there, 
he asked for the oldest dogs in the 
shelter, the ones with the most 
time inside. Now the SPCA staff, 
which includes his daughter, keeps 
a running list of “Jerry Dogs,” 


clients who need special attention. 
He works every Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, wearing an apron full 
of treats, speaking words of canine 
encouragement, sticking with a 
dog until someone else carries it 
home. 

“Basically,” he said, 
dog matchmaker.” 

He spots things that others 
miss. When a black Labrador 


“Tama 


wouldn’t shake hands, Kroll 
wondered, “I wonder if he’s 
left-handed.” And the southpaw 
pooch learned a new trick. 

But even a dog whisperer 
meets hurdles. Once, Kroll near- 
ly had a pit bull out the door, 
until the potential adoptee asked 
its breed, heard it and walked 
away. Now, the SPCA doesn’t 
specify dog type. Just size and 
gender. 

Kroll can empathize with the 
tougher sells. A widower, he 
volunteers for the opportunity to 
see new faces, the chance of a 
kind word from a stranger, the 
human equivalent of a scratch 
behind the ears. 

Staff at the SPCA call him 
humble, eager to play down his 
role. But after finding a home for 
Rose, a brown stray from Scot- 
land County, he didn’t stop to 
celebrate. He came back the next 
day to show off Rose’s sister, 
Daphne. He knows the line of the 
needy and friendless never gets 
shorter. 


Josh Shaffer: 919-829-4818, 
@joshshaffer08 
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